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Milford Mill Academy and Western Tech to receive 
“Explore The Trades Skills Lab, Built by Ferguson” grants, 

to update plumbing and HVAC labs 
Towson, Md. – Milford Mill Academy and Western School of Technology and Environmental Science are 

among 11 schools na�onally selected to receive “Explore The Trades Skills Lab, Built by Ferguson” grants 

from the Explore The Trades nonprofit organiza�on and Ferguson plumbing products distributor.  

 

Each grant award includes equipment and products valued at up to $10,000. 

 

“These grants to Milford Mill Academy and Western School of Technology and Environmental Science 

will allow us to enhance our already strong career and technical education programs at those schools,” 

said Baltimore County Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Darryl L. Williams. “I am so proud of our team 

for continually seeking ways to elevate our programs and ensure that our students graduate both 

college- and career-ready.” 

 

Explore The Trades is a nonprofit focused on bridging the technical talent gap to the plumbing, hea�ng, 

cooling, and electrical service trades. Ferguson is commited to strengthening the communi�es in which 

their branches are located. Together, both organiza�ons are dedicated to building the next genera�on of 

plumbers and HVAC technicians.  

 

In its second year, the “Explore The Trades Skills Lab, Built by Ferguson” grant program expanded its 

focus to not only include the crea�on of new skills labs, but also include middle schools and those 

schools in need of updated equipment. The mission of the Explore The Trades and Ferguson partnership 

is to build and develop the next genera�on of technicians.  

 

https://www.bcps.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2828&pageId=66781583
https://explorethetrades.org/
https://www.ferguson.com/


“Our inaugural class of three skills labs last year was a true success,” said Explore The Trades Execu�ve 

Director Kate Cinnamo. “To make an impact at 11 school sites this year makes this ini�a�ve even 

sweeter. With apprecia�on for our partnership with Ferguson, approximately 700 high school students 

and 150 middle school students will benefit from learning about the plumbing and HVAC trades this 

upcoming school year. And to the instructors who are leading these future trades professionals, we 

thank you.”  

 

“We are thrilled to con�nue our partnership and provide even more opportuni�es for young people to 

learn the plumbing and HVAC trades,” said Melissa Hazelwood, director of social impact at Ferguson. 

“The program’s early success and subsequent growth is a testament to the work and leadership of 

Explore the Trades. Building new labs, renova�ng outdated labs, and sharing hands-on experien�al 

learning with high school and middle school students aligns with Ferguson's mission to rebuild a 

sustainable skilled trades pipeline – and with the help of Explore the Trades, we are one step closer. We 

can't wait to see the finished labs!”  

 
 # # # 

 
Bal�more County Public Schools, the na�on’s 22nd largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innova�ve and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
https://teambcps.exposure.co/categories/honors

