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U.S. Secretary of Education names Watershed Public 
Charter a 2023 U.S. Department of Education Green 

Ribbon School 
 
 
Towson, Md. – The U.S. Department of Education announced today that Watershed Public 
Charter School in Windsor Mill is among the 2023 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon 
Schools award honorees.  
  
Watershed Public Charter School was nominated by the Maryland State Department of 
Education. Watershed students are stewards of the environment, and environmental 
awareness is a part of the school culture. Students and staff have engaged in many campus 
projects designed to conserve water, improve stormwater runoff, and protect the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed. Watershed students have audited and monitored building water and electricity 
usage and reported on their findings. With this information, they have confronted ecological 
issues with their own brand of activism. Light switch covers, water conservation signage, 
regular “Trash Free Lunches,” and consistent composting have all enabled the school to 
decrease its environmental impact.  
 
With students leading the way, Watershed has decreased its solid waste production by 50 
percent, water usage by 60 percent, and electrical usage by 42 percent since 2019.  
 
Watershed has created a curriculum that puts environmental sustainability and the natural 
world front and center. Environmental concepts and the Maryland E-Literacy standards are 
infused throughout lessons and embedded in the curriculum, rather than being used as an 
enrichment activity. Students develop a passion for saving the earth through open-ended 
multidisciplinary projects that allow them choice and impact their campus directly. 

https://www.bcps.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2828&pageId=66781583


 
“Being a U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon school aligns with the Watershed mission 
and vision of outdoor, hands-on learning,” said Principal Lori Widney. “Our campus and 
environmental curriculum provide students with the tools to show their progress, use social 
emotional regulation, and problem-solve through challenges. Our students and staff worked to 
create a more sustainable school building and campus, which lessened our carbon footprint on 
the immediate environment.”  
 
Jessie Lehson, Watershed founder and executive director, said, “This is such an exciting 
achievement for Watershed. Watershed was founded for this reason – to connect students 
with the outdoors and to make learning hands-on and multidisciplinary. It has been an absolute 
pleasure to see it take shape and come to fruition. Seeing how passionate our students are 
about environmental stewardship is the real reward.”    
 
“Watershed being recognized as a Green Ribbon School provides validation of the work our 
school community has put into building systems that make an impact on our students and the 
environment,” said Laura Guelcher, Watershed academic director and founding board member.   
“I am so proud of our school!”  
 
Watershed will celebrate this momentous achievement at an “Earth Day Extravaganza” on 
Monday, April 24. Students will participate in a day of outdoor art and projects with guest 
speakers and performances. Career and technical education students from Sollers Point 
Technical High School in Dundalk prepared cupcakes for the Watershed students using 
reclaimed apples from the cafeteria.       
 
Across the country, 26 schools, 11 districts, and four postsecondary institutions are being 
honored for their innovative efforts to reduce environmental impact and utility costs, improve 
health and wellness, and ensure effective sustainability education. The honorees were named 
from a pool of candidates nominated by 18 states.  
 
The list of all selected schools, districts, colleges, and universities, as well as their nomination 
packages, are available online. Also online are a report with highlights about the 41 honorees,  
more information on the federal recognition award, and resources for all schools.   
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https://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/awards.html
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/performance.html
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html
https://greenstrides.org/


Bal�more County Public Schools, the na�on’s 22nd largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innova�ve and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 
 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
https://teambcps.exposure.co/categories/honors

