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SUBJECT:

Proposed Revision to School Calendar, 2003-2004
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Mr. Alonza Williams, Director, Office of Communications

RECOMMENDATION
That the Board of Education of Baltimore County accept the
proposed revision to the 2003-04 school calendar.
*****

Recommendation For Revision to the 2003-2004 School Calendar
The Baltimore County Public Schools Calendar Committee, at the request of the Board and
Superintendent Hairston, met on October 28 and again on November 13. The purpose of these
meetings was to look at all of the options available on the current school year calendar to recoup
the instructional time lost during Tropical Storm Isabel. Members of the committee who were
unable to attend the November meeting were provided the opportunity to express their position
either verbally or in writing.
The committee discussed the loss of classroom instruction time and how it would affect
classroom instruction and the administration of the Maryland School Assessment tests scheduled
for February. It was the consensus of the Calendar Committee that reclaiming one day during
the month of February (the Professional Development day scheduled for February 13, 2004)
would have no affect on teacher/student preparation for MSA tests, to be administered starting
on Wednesday, February 25 for Grades 3, 6, and 10 Reading (The Reading and Math tests
continue through March 4).
In the attached memo to all local school superintendents dated September 23, 2003, State
Superintendent Dr. Nancy Grasmick granted all school systems a one-day waiver for Friday,
September 19, 2003 based on the State of Emergency declared by Governor Robert Erhlich
during Tropical Storm Isabel. In her memo, Dr. Grasmick stated that local school systems
should make appropriate adjustments to their school calendars before requesting additional
waivers for lost days.
It was the consensus of the committee to make no changes to the existing 2003 – 2004 school
year calendar. The committee’s decision was based on when the Board adopted the current
calendar; it included seven “snow” or inclement weather days. The committee felt that if and
when the seven “snow” days were used, any additional days needed to comply with the State’s
mandated 180 days of classroom instruction time could be made up at the end of the school year.
Additionally, with the last day of school scheduled for Wednesday, June 16, 2004, the calendar
was structured to allow the flexibility of extending the school year by up to two days without
extending into the next week.
By following the Calendar Committee’s recommendation, the system would have five (5)
inclement weather days available for use during the remainder of this school year.

