Definition of Homeless

According to the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Education Assistance Improvement Act of 2001,
students are considered homeless if they lack a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence. Children
and youth living under the following conditions are
considered homeless:

e Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss
of housing or economic hardship

e Living in motels, hotels, or trailer parks due to
lack of alternative accommodations

e Living in emergency or transitional shelters

e Awaiting foster care placement or abandoned in
hospitals

e Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned
buildings, buses, or train stations

e Children and youth who have a primary
nighttime residence that is a public or private
place not designed for or used for regular sleeping
accommodations

e Children or youth of migratory workers living in
any of the circumstances described above

e Unaccompanied youth are youth not in the
company of a parent or guardian.
Responsibilities
Baltimore County Public Schools is committed to
ensuring that homeless children and youth are
afforded equivalent access to public education as is
provided to other children and youth. Baltimore
County Public Schools is responsible for enrolling
homeless children and youth in the school that is in
their best interest, and for providing prompt and
sensitive service to parents and children who need
assistance.

Appeal Process

If the school pupil personnel worker is unable to
arrange for placement and/or provision of services,
which are in accord with the parent, guardian, or
unaccompanied youth, the pupil personnel worker
will provide a written explanation of the decision
including the appeal process. During the appeal
process, students either:

0 Remain in school of origin

0 Enroll in the school serving the geographic area
where they are temporarily housed.

Transportation will be provided if outside of the
walking area.

Appeals must be made in writing using the Appeal
Form (HSE-3) to the homeless education liaison/
principal’s designee located at 9610 Pulaski Park
Drive, Suite 219, Baltimore, Maryland 21220.
(410) 887-6485 or Fax (410) 918-9329.

Important Contact Information

Department of Student Support Services
Office of Pupil Personnel Services
Homeless Education Liaison (410) 887-6485
9610 Pulaski Park Drive, Suite 219
Baltimore, Maryland 21220

State Homeless Education Coordinator
(410) 767-0279
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Rights
Where will my child go to school?

You have the right to decide whether your child
should -

0 Remain in school of origin
(school he or she attended
before becoming homeless
or the school last attended)

¢  Transfer to the school
closest to your current

temporary location.
school?

The decision about your child’s enrollment shall be
made based on what is in the best interest of your
child including:

0 Special needs of your child

0 Continuity of instruction

0 Length of stay in your current location
0

Time and distance to transport your child to and
from school.

Where will my child go to

What do | need to enroll my child in school?

Homeless children and youth have the right to be
enrolled in school without delay with the assistance of
the school pupil personnel worker or school-based
liaison. School personnel will provide assistance in
obtaining records (birth certificate, immunizations,
student’s records) without delaying enrollment.

How will my child get to school?

Baltimore County Public Schools will provide
transportation for homeless children and youth, if outside
the walking area of their school of origin or the school in
the neighborhood, where they reside.

How will my child get to school?

Resources

The Baltimore County Public Schools homeless
education liaison, school personnel, and pupil
personnel worker can help you with the following:

0 Locating and obtaining student’s records
0 Obtaining required immunizations

0 Accessing additional services such as special
education and gifted and talented programs

Obtaining transportation

0 Accessing free food and nutrition services
provided at the school

0 Accessing support from appropriate
governmental agencies such as the Department
of Social Services and the Health Department

0 Resolving disagreements regarding which school
would be in your child’s best interest

0 Waiving fees for required school uniforms, field
trips, books and materials, gym uniform, lab or
technical supplies, class supplies, school records,
and high school graduation cap and gown.
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