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Baltimore County Public Schools
Outdoor Science Education

Grade 1

Maple Syrup/Natural Resources

Native American Village Station

Station Leader Information

Camp Puh’tok Directions

***** There is very limited parking at Camp Puh’tok. Please carpool from your school or meet at the easy to reach Park and Ride near Camp Puh’tok – directions are below for Park and Ride.


Camp Puh'tok is reached via the Baltimore Beltway (I-695). Take exit 24 North on the Baltimore-Harrisburg Interstate (I-83) to Mt. Carmel Road - Hereford exit 27.   Turn right onto Mt. Carmel Road.  Make a right on York Road (traffic light) and proceed one block.  Turn left onto Monkton Road (traffic light), MD Route 138.  Drive 0.7 (seven-tenths) of a mile and bear left onto Big Falls Road.  The main camp entrance is located 1.2 (one and two-tenths) miles on the right and marked by a large wooden sign. 

Park and Ride – After exiting I-83, turn left on Mt. Carmel RD and take first right into the lot. After parking car, take a left out of the lot onto Mt. Carmel Road and continue with the above directions.
Phone Numbers
Baltimore County Teacher Naturalist  

Pat Ghingher
410.294.0426 
pghingher@bcps.org
Walter Massey 
443.791.3117
wmassey@bcps.org
Office of Science 410.887.4251

Camp Puh’tok 410.329.6590
NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
TIME: 15 minutes

NOTES TO STATION LEADER

· Complete a short visual overview of the various Native American dwellings.

· After the overview, enter the Longhouse dwelling.  Complete corn grinding activity.  

· If time permits, students may go into each dwelling.

BACKGROUND
The Native American dwellings in this area of the camp are made to look like authentic lodgings of Native Americans found through out the United States.  Native Americans lived in many different places and they used the natural resources of their area to build their dwellings. This is reflected in the look of each building and should be pointed out to students. 

Chickees were built by Seminoles who lived in warm areas such as Florida (southeast).  Because it was warm all year, they left the sides of the building open to allow breezes to pass through.  Chickees were made of palm and palmetto leaves because these were the natural resources of the area. 

Waginogans were built by Chippewas who lived in the northeast where it was cold in the winter.  They embedded saplings (small trees) into the ground then bent them over and tied them together to form the frame of a Waginogan.  They would then use bark from paper-birch trees (which grew in the area) or reeds to cover the frame.  During winter they would hang bark on the inside then stuff dried grass between the inside and outside layers to insulate against the cold weather.

Pueblos were built by Native Americans that lived in the Southwest.  They used clay to build their dwellings because it was an abundant resource where they lived.  Because it rained very little, they did not have to worry about the Pueblo dissolving.  Pueblos were made and owned by the women.

Longhouses were built by the Seneca (Iroquois) and the Algonquian tribes.  These Native Americans lived in our area of the United States. A Longhouse was much larger than this one because they housed multiple families. There might have been fifty or more dwellings in a village.  They were built the same way as the Waginogans, using saplings and bark or reeds.  Two mortar and pestles are located 
in the Longhouse; students will use these to pound cracked corn to make ground corn.  Native Americans ate journey cakes made of ground corn and maple sugar.  They would add water to the maple sugar to reconstitute it into syrup for the cakes.  If desired at this station, students may eat journey cakes made by a volunteer parent.    Please make these prior to the field trip – (enough for a small taste for each student) Recipe follows:

Journey Cakes

            1 cup white corn meal

  1/3 cup or more maple syrup (must use the real thing or it won’t     

   work)

            1/8 teaspoon salt

            Enough water to make a stiff batter (less then 1/4 Cup)


  Form into 5 or 6 small patties

            Fry in hot oil until browned (approximately 4 min).


  While warm, cut each patty into fourths.


  Store in a metal tin (squirrel and raccoon proof!)
TALKING POINTS

· Chickee
Where do you think the Native Americans that lived in dwellings like this Chickee lived?  A warm place like Florida

Why? No walls
What natural resources did they use to make their dwellings? 
Palm leaves and palmetto leaves

· Waginogan
Where do you think the Native Americans that lived in dwellings like this Waginogan lived?    A cold place
Why? Made to be warmer
What natural resources did they use to make their dwelling? Saplings and birch tree bark or reeds
· Pueblo
Where do you think the Native Americans that lived in dwellings like this Pueblo lived?   Southwest
Why wouldn’t we have dwellings like this in Maryland?  They would dissolve because they are made of clay and we have a lot of rain here in Maryland.

What natural resources did they use to make their dwelling? Mostly clay, which is abundant in the southwest.
· Longhouse
Where do you think the Native Americans that lived in dwellings like this Longhouse lived?  Here in Maryland
What natural resources did they use to make their dwelling? Saplings and birch tree bark or reeds

Do you think the houses were this size?  No, much larger- 4 or 5 families might live in one longhouse.

· Explain how Native Americans would first crack whole corn kernels with rocks, and then pounded the cracked corn into a fine meal using a mortar and pestle. They used ground corn to make many foods.

· Have students take turns using the mortar and pestle to grind cracked corn.

· One food they made from ground corn was Journey cakes, which were made by mixing ground corn, maple sugar and water. 

·  Give each student a piece of journey cake to taste.

Station Rotation to Hogan Dwelling Station 
Direct parent chaperones to exit the Native American Village Longhouse and take a left around the Council Ring.  They should follow the ribbons to the Hogan Dwelling Station.  Please stress that students should not go into the Council Ring.
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