Baltimore County Public Schools
Outdoor Science Education
Grade 2

Classification of Vertebrates
Mammals and Birds of Maryland
Station Leader Information

Camp Puh’tok Directions
***** There is very limited parking at Camp Puh’tok. Please carpool from your school or meet at the easy to reach Park and Ride near Camp Puh’tok – directions are below for Park and Ride.


Camp Puh'tok is reached via the Baltimore Beltway (I-695). Take exit 24 North on the Baltimore-Harrisburg Interstate (I-83) to Mt. Carmel Road - Hereford exit 27.   Turn right onto Mt. Carmel Road.  Make a right on York Road (traffic light) and proceed one block.  Turn left onto Monkton Road (traffic light), MD Route 138.  Drive 0.7 (seven-tenths) of a mile and bear left onto Big Falls Road.  The main camp entrance is located 1.2 (one and two-tenths) miles on the right and marked by a large wooden sign. 
Park and Ride – After exiting I-83, turn left on Mt. Carmel RD and take first right into the lot. After parking car, take a left out of the lot onto Mt. Carmel Road and continue with the above directions.
Phone Numbers
Baltimore County Teacher Naturalist  

Pat Ghingher
 410.294.0426 
pghingher@bcps.org
Walter Massey 
 443.791.3117
wmassey@bcps.org
Office of Science 410.887.4251

Camp Puh’tok 410.329.6590   

Mammals and Birds of Maryland Station
TIME: 30 minutes 

NOTES TO STATION LEADER

· Pick your groups up at the bridge then lead them to the Eyrie.

· As students enter the Eyrie, immediately seat them around the tables

· Explain that everyone will first do a bird nest activity as a group then be divided into smaller groups to do station work. 

· Ask three parents to run the three stations that will occur after you complete the whole group nest activity.  If there not three parents – you may need to run one of the stations.

· Give parents the instructions for the station they will teach so they can read them while you are teaching the whole group activity.
· Please straighten and sweep the Eyrie when finished with the program.
ACTIVITIES AND TALKING POINTS

WHOLE GROUP ACTIVITY – Students are seated at the tables
TIME: Approximately 10 minutes

Bird Nests
Bird nests are like the birds that build them.  They come in many shapes and sizes and are built in many different places.  They differ according to the bird’s needs and habitat. 
· Bird nests are placed at the tables – one nest per two or three students.
· Ask students to carefully examine the nests (never take them out of their display boxes). Encourage students to identify the materials that make up the nest.

· Challenge students to identify the bird that might have built the nest.

· Read the nest characteristics of each bird (see next page) – while holding up the picture of the bird.  Give students the bird picture that matches their nest.
· Discuss how birds make their nests only using their feet and beaks. Could students make nests like these using only their mouth and feet?
· Allow students to move around the tables to observe the different nests and the associated birds.

Bird Nest Information

#1 Robin – mud, twigs, and grass

#2 Cardinal – grasses, weeds, twigs, leaves, strips of paper or plastic
#3 Chickadee – soft fibers like fur, mosses

#4 Blue Bird – grasses, pine needles, fine twigs

#5 Red Headed Woodpecker – round holes in trees

#6 Baltimore Orioles – woven grasses, plant fibers, horse hair, string

#7 Red Eyed Vireo – grasses and strips of bark wound around and around then sealed in place with spider egg case

#8 Canada Goose – loosely arranged reeds and tall grasses

**********************************************************

After completing the bird nest activity:
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY – Students are working in 3 groups

TIME: Approximately 5 minutes per station

Eyrie Stations
· Divide students into 3 groups.

· Assign each group to one of the three stations.



Station #1 – located at the left side of the Eyrie



Station #2 – located at the front of the Eyrie



Station #3 – located at the back display case of the Eyrie
· Assign an adult (including yourself if necessary) to each of the three stations and give them the instructions for their assigned station. You might have already done this.
· Allow approximately (check your rotation schedule for the exact amount of time) 5 minutes at each station.  Instruct groups when it is time to move to another station.

Station Rotation to the Amphibians, Reptiles, and Fish of Maryland Station
Direct the chaperones to the steps at the bottom of the Eyrie.  Take a left and walk down the incline to the red Nature Lodge for the Amphibians, Reptiles, and Fish of Maryland Station.  Meet your next group at the bridge.  
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