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Classification of Vertebrates

Homes and Hiding Places
Station Leader Information

Camp Puh’tok Directions
***** There is very limited parking at Camp Puh’tok. Please carpool from your school or meet at the easy to reach Park and Ride near Camp Puh’tok – directions are below for Park and Ride.


Camp Puh'tok is reached via the Baltimore Beltway (I-695). Take exit 24 North on the Baltimore-Harrisburg Interstate (I-83) to Mt. Carmel Road - Hereford exit 27.   Turn right onto Mt. Carmel Road.  Make a right on York Road (traffic light) and proceed one block.  Turn left onto Monkton Road (traffic light), MD Route 138.  Drive 0.7 (seven-tenths) of a mile and bear left onto Big Falls Road.  The main camp entrance is located 1.2 (one and two-tenths) miles on the right and marked by a large wooden sign. 
Park and Ride – After exiting I-83, turn left on Mt. Carmel RD and take first right into the lot. After parking car, take a left out of the lot onto Mt. Carmel Road and continue with the above directions.
Phone Numbers
Baltimore County Teacher Naturalist  

Pat Ghingher
 410.294.0426 
pghingher@bcps.org
Walter Massey 
 443.791.3117
wmassey@bcps.org
Office of Science 410.887.4251

Camp Puh’tok 410.329.6590   
Homes and Hiding Places Station
TIME: 30 minutes 

NOTES TO STATION LEADER

· Pick your groups up from gate near the playing field (after they finish the Predator Prey station).
· Be mindful of students at the end of the line that cannot hear you – wait until all students can hear before discussing something that was discovered.
· Do not let children close to pond; the banks are steep and slippery.
TALKING POINTS AND ACTIVITIES

· Help children find the flags that indicate hiding places – ask students to guess what animal would use this place as a home or a hiding place.  Use pictures in the white notebook to help students remember possible animals.
· As you walk through the forest ask students to look for other signs of animal hiding places and homes such as:




Holes in trees – woodpeckers (bird)




Small holes in ground – voles, chipmunks (mammals)




Rocks – snakes (reptiles), frogs (amphibians)




Debris in stream- fish (fish), salamanders (amphibians)




Under logs – salamanders (amphibians)




Nests in trees – Birds (birds), squirrels (mammals)




Brush piles – snakes (reptiles), mice (mammals)

· Look for signs of spring e.g., buds, green leaves, flowers, warmer temperatures, singing birds
· Take time to look carefully and make sure all students are included.

Station Rotation to the Animal Blind Station
At the end of the hike, take your group back to the gate and send in the correct direction for the Animal Blinds station.  Pick up your next group at the gate. 
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