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Animal Blinds
Station Leader Information

Camp Puh’tok Directions
***** There is very limited parking at Camp Puh’tok. Please carpool from your school or meet at the easy to reach Park and Ride near Camp Puh’tok – directions are below for Park and Ride.


Camp Puh'tok is reached via the Baltimore Beltway (I-695). Take exit 24 North on the Baltimore-Harrisburg Interstate (I-83) to Mt. Carmel Road - Hereford exit 27.   Turn right onto Mt. Carmel Road.  Make a right on York Road (traffic light) and proceed one block.  Turn left onto Monkton Road (traffic light), MD Route 138.  Drive 0.7 (seven-tenths) of a mile and bear left onto Big Falls Road.  The main camp entrance is located 1.2 (one and two-tenths) miles on the right and marked by a large wooden sign. 
Park and Ride – After exiting I-83, turn left on Mt. Carmel RD and take first right into the lot. After parking car, take a left out of the lot onto Mt. Carmel Road and continue with the above directions.
Phone Numbers
Baltimore County Teacher Naturalist  

Pat Ghingher
 410.294.0426 
pghingher@bcps.org
Walter Massey 
 443.791.3117
wmassey@bcps.org
Office of Science 410.887.4251

Camp Puh’tok 410.329.6590   
 Animal Blinds Station
TIME: 30 minutes 

NOTES TO STATION LEADER

· Collect binoculars before each group leaves and organize the so they are ready to distribute to the next group.

· Clearly explain how to get to the next station

TALKING POINTS and ACTIVITIES
· Seat students inside of the Longhouse.

· Explain why scientists use animal blinds and binoculars to study birds.
 
Close-up view with out being seen 
· Why do scientists call these places animal blinds?  Animals can’t see (are blind) the scientist inside of the blind.
· Ask what kinds of animals they might find in this location?  Birds, squirrels, deer 
· Ask how they will have to behave in order to see animals? Be very quiet- don’t move except for your eyes.
· Demonstrate and explain how to use the binoculars.
· Distribute binoculars and explain again how to use them.

*****************

· Give the list of animals to the chaperone and explain how to manage the students that will remain in the Long House Blind. 

· Divide students into two groups.
· Half of the group stays in the Longhouse blind and the other half goes with you to the portable animal blind.

· Allow students to use binoculars to find the hidden animals. They will need to take turns using the portable blind as it is not very large.
· Switch the groups and repeat the activity.
· Arrange students in a half circle outside of the Long House.  Pass out the animal cards by asking: Who discovered this animal I am holding up? Give the card to a student who discovered the animal using the binoculars.
· Place the plastic boxes with the vertebrate names in front of students.  Call on one child at a time to put their animal card in the correct box and give two characteristic they used to determine what group their animals belongs.
An answer key listing the “animals” discovered and the vertebrate group in which they belong, will be given out the day of the field trip.
Station Rotation to the Mammals and Birds Station
Direct the chaperones to the totem pole where they will take a right to the bridge.  The station leader will meet them at the other side of the bridge for the Mammals and Birds Station.  
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