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1. To find out how important every vote is in a presidential election go to http://www.rockthevote.com/rtv_elections_101_general.php (a link on the Rock the Vote website). This site explains the presidential general election process and the importance of the Electoral College. Answer:
· Why does the U.S. use the Electoral College?


· When has the President been elected without winning the popular election?


· Do you think the U.S. should use the Electoral College? Justify your opinion with information from this website.


2. To investigate background information on the Democratic candidate for president go to http://www.vote-smart.org/bio.php?can_id=S0421103 from the Project Vote Smart website. Background information on Senator John Kerry includes: biographical information, interest group ratings, voting records, endorsements and speeches.
List below the 5 most important specific pieces of information found at this site that help you decide which candidate to support. 

3. To investigate background information on the Republican candidate for president go to http://www.vote-smart.org/bio.php?can_id=CNIP9043 from the Project Vote Smart site. Background information on President George W. Bush includes: biographical information, interest group ratings, voting records, endorsements and speeches. List below the 5 most important specific pieces of information found at this site that help you decide which candidate to support. 


4. Rank the 8 issues identified as important to voters at this CNN site. In your opinion, which is the most important issue for the country? Then choose 2 of the 8 issues identified at http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2004/special/president/issues/ and compare how Bush and Kerry stand on these issues. Use a graphic organizer (on your own paper) of your choice to take notes comparing their stands on the issues.
Issue #1 

	George W. Bush
	John Kerry

	
	


Issue #2

	George W. Bush
	John Kerry

	
	


5. In a paragraph summarize what a candidate must focus on in the final months of an election. Explain why each is important to the candidate. http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/election1/next/index.asp?article=countdown 

6. Take the “Election Scavenger Hunt” with 10 selected response questions at http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/election1/activities/quiz/index.asp . 
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