Baltimore County Public Schools

Grade 9 American Government
This newly adopted program provides Grade 9 students with a full-year course focusing on American Government.  This course provides students with the opportunity to learn about government and political behavior.  This program will establish a knowledge base for students that supports their development of skills needed to be citizens in a participatory democracy.  This course encourages students and teachers to develop a historical understanding of the foundation of our democratic government and to apply that knowledge to current events and issues.  Our increasingly global community requires that our students practice these active citizenship skills.

Content

· Types of Government and Economic Systems

· The Constitution and Values of Democracy

· The Executive Branch

· The Legislative Branch

· The Judicial Branch

· Public Issues

· Influence of Media and Individuals

Skills

· use social science methodology

· use primary documents

· explore case studies

· utilize technology to access information

· analyze, evaluate, and investigate

· develop criteria for individual decision making

· apply knowledge to contemporary situations

· apply an issues analysis model

· predict impacts

· interpret statistics

For a more detailed content outline and indicators for this program, please see your child’s teacher.
Course Descriptions

Abnormal Psychology (Honors) 
Course Number: 15.1310.4 
Prerequisite:  Completion of Psychology is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

Students define and analyze abnormal behavior from a variety of perspectives.  The major types and ranges of abnormal behavior are examined in detail, with special emphasis on causation and symptoms.  The course culminates with analysis of treatment approaches and their respective techniques.

African American History  
Course Number: 15.3000.0

Course Number: 15.3000.4 (Honors)

Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12 standing is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

This case study of the minority experience in American society is designed to develop an understanding of the consequences, causes, and character of the African American experience.  The course provides a variety of academic and cultural activities, beginning with a historical and cultural understanding of Africa.  It examines the cultural impact and economics of the slave trade, the development of the African American culture, and the continuing struggle for freedom in twentieth century America.  Appropriate political, social, and economic issues will be presented for analysis.  The study of African American achievements will be reinforced with field experiences. 
American Government Grade 9 

Course Number: 15.0900.0


Course Number: 15.0900.4 (Honors)

Prerequisite: None

Credit:  1

Note: This course provides a Service Learning component. This course satisfies the grade level requirement for Drug Education and is a HSA course.

This course helps students develop skills and acquire insights essential to an understanding of American political, economic, and social life at the national, state, and local levels.  Attention will be on political, economic, and social issues and preparation for responsible citizenship.  

American Government Grade 9: Gifted and Talented*
Course Number: 15.0900.5  (GT)

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Participation by selection only.
Note: This course provides a Service Learning component. This course satisfies the grade level requirement for Drug Education and is a HSA course.

This course is a study of American political, economic, and social issues in national, state, and local government.  In addition to factual content, the processes, institutions, and values of the American political, economic, and social systems are analyzed. 
Archaeology  
Course Number: 15.1600.0

Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12 standing is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

This course offers students experiences that will enable them to develop archaeological perspectives on the past and present.  Activities involve work with local history, historical preservation, and genealogy.  Opportunity is provided to work at an archaeological site.

Cultural Diversity 
Course Number: 15.3020.0

Prerequisite: Completion of United States History is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

This elective course analyzes diversity within the U.S. through anthropological, historical, and sociological approaches.  The course is initiated with an analysis of the multicultural nature of American society.  Students then determine the opportunities and challenges of life within a diverse society using a continuum of intergroup relations and conclude with an analysis of a public policy issue related to multiculturalism.

Economics and Public Issues

Course Number: 15.1500.0

Course Number: 15.1500.4 (Honors)

Prerequisites:  Completion of American Government, World History, and United States History is recommended.

Credit:  ½

Note:  This course satisfies the grade level requirement for Drug Education and the Economics graduation requirement. 

Economics and Public Issues will prepare students for the economic interactions they will encounter as producers, consumers, and citizens.  A primary focus of the course will be the development of an issues analysis model and its application to public policy issues. The course will also provide students with skills they need to conduct personal finances as earners, savers, borrowers, and taxpayers. 

European History: Advanced Placement  

Course 15.2030.6  (AP)

Prerequisites:  Completion of American Government Grade 9 and World History is recommended.

Credit:  1

This course is designed to prepare students to take an AP exam for college credit.  Students will conduct in-depth analysis of European history from the Renaissance to the present.  Course content will be based on demands of the exam and processes required for success on the examination.
Facing History:  The Holocaust  

Course Number: 15.1910.0  


Course Number: 15.1910.4 (Honors)

Prerequisite: Grade 11 or 12 standing is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

Students will develop an appreciation for justice, a concern for interpersonal understanding, and sensitivity for those who have been wronged.  Using the Holocaust as a case study, students will identify historical patterns of racism in order to connect the past with the present.  Students will then apply their understandings of human behavior in order to recognize different forms of prejudice and discrimination in a variety of settings.

Films and History  

Course Number: 15.1810.0

Prerequisite: Grade 11 or 12 standing is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

Students will develop criteria for judging the accuracy of historical films.  They will view and analyze films that portray various periods of history and research life during the portrayed historical eras to determine their historical accuracy.  This will enable them to determine if movies about a historical period can be viewed for educational value and to raise questions they should consider when watching a historical film.   

Government: Advanced Placement  

Course Number: 15.5030.6 

Prerequisites:  Completion of American Government Grade 9, World History, and United States History is recommended.

Credit:  1

Note:  This course is also offered online.

This course is designed to prepare students to take an advanced placement examination for college credit in U.S. Government and Politics.  Students will conduct in-depth analysis of our governmental structures and processes and political behaviors of individuals, groups, and institutions.  Course content will be based on demands of the examination and processes required for success on the examination. 

Government and Public Issues 
Course Number: 15.1200.0

Prerequisites: Completion of American Government, World History, and United States History is recommended.
Credit:  ½ 

This course prepares students for civic participation by developing understandings of political philosophies, of politics and the political system, of international issues, and of law and legal systems.  Each area of study includes analysis of historical developments and controversies.  The course seeks to develop and refine students’ ability to analyze public issues. 
Principles of Government
Course Number: 15.1050.0

Prerequisite:  This elective is designed for students who have passed American Government but have not successfully completed the Government High School Assessment (HSA).  

Credit:  ½ 

This course is structured by the testable content of the Government HSA and includes analysis of types and systems of government, governmental structures and powers, and public issues.  This course affords students opportunities to apply their understandings of our political system to their experiences as young adults and as citizens.
History Through Sports  
Course Number: 15.3040.0

Prerequisite:  Completion of United States History is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

Using sports as a catalyst, students analyze United States history during the twentieth century.  Special emphasis is placed on social history, in particular, the status of minorities and women, and the insights sports can provide regarding the conditions and attitudes of historical eras.  The course culminates with analysis of contemporary issues related to sports, such as substance abuse, the status awarded to athletes, and public financing of sports facilities.  

Human Geography 
Course Number: 15.1700.0 

Prerequisite: Grade 11 or 12 standing is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

The concern of geographers for observing, categorizing, and explaining relationships is the focus of this course.  The course addresses the question, “How do people interact with their physical environment, shaping that environment to meet their needs?"  Special emphasis is placed upon the factors that determine the spatial patterns of human development. 

Human Geography: Advanced Placement 
Course Number: 15.1750.6

Prerequisite: Grade 12 standing is recommended.
Credit:  1

This course is designed to prepare students to take an advanced placement examination for college credit.  Students will conduct in-depth analysis of the causes and consequences of human interactions with their physical surroundings.  Course content will be based on demands of the examination and processes required for success on the examination.

Juvenile Justice  

Course Number: 15.6020.0

Prerequisite: None
Credit:  ½ 

This course will help students develop successful patterns of behavior by making them more aware of what triggers conflict and confrontation by improving their understanding of legal terminology, by providing them with a greater sense of self-awareness and understanding of rules, and by increasing their skills of communication.  Students will analyze the purposes and consequences of the distinctions between the juvenile and adult legal systems.  While examining issues and problems which affect our society, students will develop a sense of citizenship and responsibility.
Macro and Micro Economics: Advanced Placement
Course Number: 15.1400.6  (AP)

Prerequisites:  Completion of American Government Grade 9, World History, and United States History is recommended.
Credit:  1

Note:  This course is also offered online. This course satisfies the grade level requirement for Drug Education and the graduation requirement for Economics.

This course is designed to prepare students to take an AP exam for college credit, including micro and macro economics. Course content will be based on demands of the exam and processes required for success on the exam. 

Military History   

Course Number: 15.2400.0

Prerequisites:  Completion of World History and United States History is recommended.
Credit:  ½ 

Military History presents students with an opportunity to enrich their study of World History and United States History.  Students will analyze the meanings, motivations, and methods underlying war in different societies over time.  The course investigates the development of military institutions within a global and comparative framework.  
Philosophy (Honors)  

Course Number: 15.1800.4

Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12 standing is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

This course examines philosophical questions about the nature of being, the mind, ethical behavior, and life.  A range of important philosophical systems and several ethical dilemmas that have consistently perplexed thoughtful people will be examined.  This course should appeal to students who have a strong interest in questions rather than answers, the unknown rather than the known, ideas rather than facts, and the “why” rather than the “what.”

Psychology  

Course Number: 15.1300.0

Prerequisite:  Grade 12 standing is recommended.

Credit:  ½ 

This is a study of human behavior, examined within the context of the behavioral sciences of psychology and sociology.  Fundamental to this course is a focus on identity development, schools of psychology, normal and abnormal behaviors, and treatment.  Students are afforded opportunities to consider and apply findings of psychological research toward understandings of the dynamics of human behavior.

Psychology: Advanced Placement  

Course Number: 15.1300.6

Prerequisite:  Grade 12 standing is recommended.
Credit:  1

This course is designed to prepare students to take an AP exam for college credit.  Students will analyze the approaches, methods, and applications of psychology.  There is a special emphasis on physiological processes and resulting impacts on human behavior.  Course content will be based on demands of the exam and processes required for success on it.
United States History Grade 11
Course Number: 15.1100.0  

Course Number: 15.1100.4 (Honors)

Prerequisite:  Completion of World History is recommended.
Credit:  1

A thematic chronological format beginning with the Reconstruction era provides the structure for this study of U.S. History that helps students understand the evolution and relevance of their national heritage.  Themes are presented chronologically, emphasizing more recent U.S. History and development of historical thinking skills.  Opportunities for analysis of historical issues and for research are imbedded within this course.

U.S. History Grade 11 Advanced Placement
Course 15.1100.6

Prerequisite: Participation by selection only. 
Credit:  1

Note: This course is also offered online.

This is a chronologically organized course addressing political, economic, diplomatic, social, intellectual, and cultural history.  Content emphasis is from European colonization to the present.  This course will be directed toward assisting students to pass the AP exam in American History.  Completion of the course satisfies the graduation requirement for U.S. History.

World History Grade 10
Course Number: 15.1000.0

Course Number: 15.1000.4  (Honors)

Prerequisite:  Completion of American Government is recommended.
Credit:  1

Significant episodes from global history are investigated including global and regional development; the growth of 
historical ties of interdependence; the expansion of Europe and its domination of the world in the modern era; the development of Africa and Asia in the modern era; and the development of global networks of political, economic, and social interdependence in the contemporary world.  Historical themes are used to provide a structure of study.  References to a variety of perspectives and resources help students develop a comprehensive view of global development.

World History Grade 10: Gifted and Talented
Course Number: 15.1000.5 

Prerequisite:  Participation by selection only.

Credit:  1

This course is an in-depth study of ancient and medieval history; modern and contemporary European history; China as a non-western culture undergoing profound change; and contemporary political, economic, and social examples of global systems.  Special emphasis is placed on interregional relationships.  Students will apply historical methodology toward issues and problems of the past.

World History Grade 10: Advanced Placement 
Course Number: 15.1000.6

Prerequisite:  Participation by selection only.

Credit:  1

Note:  This course is also offered online.

This course requires students to analyze and interpret global history through periodization and themes such as interaction, continuity and change, impacts of technology and demography, social and gender structures, cultural and intellectual developments, and functions and structures of states.  This course will be directed toward assisting students to pass the AP exam in World History.  Completion of the course satisfies the graduation requirement for World History
