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SCIENCE & ENGINEERING MAGNET  
2010-2011 Assessment Guidelines 

 

The Science and Engineering magnet offers students a rigorous program of study designed to increase 
their knowledge of environmental science, aquatic science, and technological skills via the Gateway to 
Technology® Program. Students learn to use computers, design and conduct experiments as well as 
collect and analyze data relating to how we interact with the environment and within our society. In 
eighth grade, students extend their knowledge of the environment beginning with exciting investigations 
and various Chesapeake Bay Field studies. Other field trips are taken to the Arthur Sherwood Center, 
National Wildlife Center, Carrie Murray Center and Day’s Cove.  Students who successfully pass the 
course and final exam will earn 1 high school science credit toward high school graduation. On the 
assessment day students will work cooperatively to solve a non-linguistic, spontaneous problem.  
 
BCPS Magnet EXPO!:  Saturday, October 3, 2009  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 Crowne Plaza Timonium 
 
Open House   October 21, 2009  6:00 – 8:00 p.m.   Southwest Academy  
 
Application Deadline:  November 30, 2009  

Application packets are available at www.bcps.org/offices/omp.  Applications must be received or 
postmarked on or before November 30, 2009.  Late applications are not processed.  

Applications MUST be mailed to: 
Middle School Magnet Application 

Office of Magnet Programs 
6901 Charles Street 
Towson, MD 21204 

 
It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to submit a complete application and a copy of all report 
card grades for the 2008-2009 school year.  

 
Assessment reminders will be mailed to all applicants.  

Parents/Guardians of applicants who have NOT received notification at least five (5) days prior to 
the assessment date MUST contact the school to verify/schedule an appointment.  

 
Assessment:   January 16, 2010 9:00 a.m.-1:00p.m. All Assessments by Appointment 

Applicants must attend the school-based assessment for the program to which they applied.  Students 
will be invited to the school for the on-site assessment.  All students will be contacted by mail 
regarding a specific appointment time.  Any applicant who has a scheduling conflict with another 
magnet school can receive an alternate time by contacting the schools directly. 

Failure to attend an assessment WILL result in disqualification.  
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Inclement Weather:  In the event that schools are closed due to inclement weather, weeknight 
magnet assessments will be postponed.  Weekend magnet assessments will be postponed if the snow 
emergency plan is put into effect for Baltimore County.  Postponed assessments will occur on the 
designated inclement weather date.  

Inclement Weather Date: January 23, 2010 
 
 

Directions to Southwest Academy: 
 

From I- 695 West  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Assessment Information 
 

On the Day of the Assessment 
The assessment takes approximately 1 hour 

 
Assessment times, reminders, and directions will be mailed to all applicants.  Students should arrive 15 
minutes prior to the scheduled time. At least one parent/guardian is expected to remain at school until the 
assessment is ended. The assessment will take approximately an hour. If a student arrives more than 15 
minutes after the scheduled start time of the assessment they will not be able to participate in the 
assessment. Due to time limitations missed appointments will not be rescheduled.  
 
If problems or issues arise on the day of the assessment, please contact Southwest Academy at  
410-887-0825.  
 

Failure to attend an assessment will result in disqualification.  
 
Essay (10 points) 
Please bring – Two #2 pencils and an eraser.  
All students applying to Southwest Academy will complete a written essay on Assessment Day. Please do 
not prepare an essay before the Assessment Day. The essay will be scored using a standard rubric. 
 
Magnet Assessment (50 points) 
During the assessment, all Students will participate in a structured 10-question oral interview and 
complete an assessment for the program to which they applied.  

1. Be prepared to discuss/explain an environmental issue you are familiar with.  

2. Be prepared to perform an investigation. (Review scientific process and the design process)  
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Possible Interview Questions  

______ 1.  Why do you want to be in the magnet program at Southwest Academy?  

______ 2.  Explain your experience(s) in or interests with science and engineering. 

______ 3.  What special talents do you have to offer to this program?  

______ 4.  What are your hobbies?  

______ 5.  What helps you to learn more effectively in class-reading, videos, working in groups, or 
working individually?  

______ 6.  What do you want to be?  

______ 7.  Who is a role model for you?  

______ 8.  What is your favorite subject?  What is your least favorite subject?  

______ 9.  Why do you consider yourself a good student?  

______ 10.  Is there anything you would like to share with us? (Diary, Journal, Portfolio, etc…) 


