Interviewing
Part 1: Writing Interview Questions

questions are the 5 "W" questions

· Write and ask good questions 

· Get good stories that are told in an interesting way 

· Examine and understand the different beliefs, interests, hopes, and fears in follow up questions 

· Evaluate your evidence to make conclusions 

Writing Additional Questions
In order to learn as much as possible from the interview experience you should write several questions that will encourage your subject to expand and explain their feelings and ideas. The second stage of the questions should encourage your subject to dig deeper into the stories to explain why things happened and how they relate to other events. You need to remember to ask these questions when you are interviewing the veteran so he/she will tell you more about their experiences. 

Below are some questions to get you started. Use the attached pages to write your Explanation Questions.
Explanation Questions? 

· What caused this event….? 

· Why did this happen….? 

· What happened next….? 

· Can you describe the scene in one word….? 

· Explain the reason for…..? 

· What was your point of view about…..? 

· Can you describe the scene…..? 

Part 2: Interview Tips 

1. Introduce yourself and remember to call your subject by his or her name. 

2. Being able to hear your subject is very important. Be sure you can hear and if you can’t you need to ask them to speak a little louder. 

3. Don’t ask your subject "yes" and "no" questions. You interview will be much more interesting if you ask questions like "what were you thinking about when…" or "Please describe what it was like to…" Be sure that the subject can hear the question. This is no time to be shy. 

4. Ask you subject if they would like a drink of water or would like to stand up and stretch. Voices can become dry and knees can become stiff. 

5. You want your subject to be able to relax and tell their best stories. Your clothing or habits should not distract your subject. You should be neatly dressed in comfortable clothes. Do not pick your nose, clothing or anything else. Do not stare off into space. 

6. Be sure to keep the interview rolling along by asking questions. If you feel your subject is rambling then politely say, "could I ask another question?" 

7. Be sure to use your best manners and say "Thank You" when the interview is over. 

8. And most importantly…remember to have fun! 

Interview Skill:
Active Listening

If you find that your interview subject needs to be reassured that you are listening and understand his or her story, try to paraphrase (repeat in your own words) and important part of the interview. This will let the storytellers know that you are connecting with them and their stories
