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[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]     The word insect means “in sections.”  All insects have three main body parts- the HEAD, the middle or THORAX, and the end or ABDOMEN. They also have three pairs of legs connected to the thorax.  Caterpillars are insects. If you look closely, you will see that they have only six real legs.  The other little leg-like things on their bodies are called PROLEGS and disappear when the caterpillar becomes an adult.  A spider is not an insect. A spider only has two main body parts and eight legs.  Spiders are ARACHNIDS.
Because they do not have a backbone or other bones in their body, the insects have a special covering on the outside of their body. The protective covering is called the EXOSKELETON.  Insects are invertebrates because they do not have a backbone. 
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Insects have wings. Most have four, some have two and there are a few who do not have any wings. 
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