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	Poet-Pourri! 
Biographical Poem Checklist


	 Element
	Possible
Points
	Earned Assessment

	
	
	 Self
	 Teacher

	The Biographical Content
	 
	 
	 

	Poem content shows evidence of effective research and basic understanding of the poet’s life.
	
	
	

	Biographical information is accurately presented and includes specific details about the poet’s life.
	 
	 
	 

	The poem conveys a theme related to the poet’s life and/or to my own.
	 
	 
	 

	The Poetic Writing
	 
	 
	 

	The type or form of the poem is obvious and follows the conventions of the poetic form.
	 
	 
	 

	Sound elements such as rhyme or rhythm are used effectively and contribute to the poem’s overall appeal and/or meaning.
	 
	 
	 

	One or more poetic devices (such as onomatopoeia, alliteration, etc.) are used effectively.
	 
	 
	 

	At least one example of figurative language (such as simile, metaphor, personification, etc.) has been used effectively.
	
	
	

	The poem conveys a clear and consistent tone and mood through word choice, figurative language, and well-chosen details.
	 
	 
	 

	Writing Conventions
	
	
	

	Poem contains no spelling errors (unless purposeful for the poem’s meaning).
	
	
	

	Poem contains no grammatical mistakes (unless purposeful for the poem’s meaning).
	
	
	

	 Total:
	 
	 
	 


 
