Description of Experiment 

	Title of Experiment: 
	
	Making a worm farm

	Learning Objectives:


	- learn how worms break down organic matter, and mix soil



	Materials:
	One large glass jar

Dirt

Sand

Raw oatmeal

Worms

A dark cloth

	Diagram of Set-up:
	[image: image1.png]





	How to Perform the Experiment:
	In a glass jar, place layers of dirt, sand and oatmeal (1 inch of dirt, 1 inch of sand, 1 handful of oatmeal, repeat until jar is almost full).  Leave a layer of dirt at the top.

Put your worms in the jar and cover the farm with a dark cloth.  Keep the soil slightly moist.  After two weeks, uncover the jar and see what has happened to the layers.  

If you want to keep your worm farm, just add a handful of oatmeal every 6 weeks or so.

	Explanation of What’s Happening:
	As the worms search for food, they tunnel through the soil, leaving pathways, and aerating the soil.  After a few weeks, the soil will be well mixed and aerated.

	References 

(if applicable):
	http://www.dnr.state.mo.us/alpd/swmp/Wormjar.htm



	IRP objective met 

(if applicable):
	

	Approximate Cost per Student:
	$0.50
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