What type of soil is better for growing plants?

Plants need light and water in order to grow, but is that all?  We will try to grow plants in three types of soil.

Step 1: Fill one pot with compost, packing the soil down lightly.  Fill another pot with sand.  Fill a third pot with dirt from the forest.  Label the three pots “Sand,” “Compost,” and “Dirt.”

Step 2: Sprinkle a few radish seeds in each pot and cover them with soil.  Water lightly and leave on a window sill. You may also use bean seeds or sunflower seeds which grow quickly.
Step 3: Make predictions!  Scientists make predictions (called “hypotheses”) as a way of seeing if the results of their experiments are the same as what they predicted.
Step 4: Record each plants growth weekly. Record your data in the soil data collection sheet.
Hypothesis: Ask the children which plant will grow the biggest? 
3 Soil Data Collection sheet: You will find this sheet in the teacher resource area (click here).

Original Experiment found at  http://www.gss.ubc.ca/LTS/docs/TheDirtOnDirtbooklet.doc
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Click here to view Scientific Journal Record sheet
