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COMMUNITY RELATIONS:  Public Charter Schools  
 
I. COMPLIANCE 
 

A. A CHARTER SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE SHALL BE 
APPOINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT TO REVIEW PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATIONS AND SUBMIT ITS FINDINGS 
TO THE SUPERINTENDENT FOR RECOMMENDATION TO, AND 
SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION BY, THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF BALTIMORE COUNTY (BOARD).  

 
B. THE CHARTER SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE SHALL 

ESTABLISH A PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION 
PROCESS, AS WELL AS, CRITERIA WITH WHICH TO CONSIDER 
PROPOSALS FOR A PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL INCLUDING, BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO, ELEMENTS RELATED TO STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT, ACADEMIC PROGRAMS, RESOURCES, AND 
FISCAL MANAGEMENT. EXECUTIVE SUMMARIES OF THE 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ANALYSIS SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE SUPERINTENDENT AND/OR DESIGNEE FOR REVIEW, 
COMMENT, AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD.  THE 
SUPERINTENDENT SHALL RECOMMEND APPROVAL OR DENIAL 
OF THE APPLICATION TO THE BOARD.  

 
C. A CHARTER SCHOOL LIAISON SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE 

SUPERINTENDENT TO SUPPORT THE AREA ASSISTANT 
SUPERINTENDENT AND THE CHARTER SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, 
AND TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE 
CHARTER SCHOOL OPERATOR AND THE SCHOOL SYSTEM.   

 
 
[Public Charter Schools 
 
1. APPLICATION PROCESS 

A public charter school is created in accordance with state law and regulations, and 
operates under the supervision of the Board of Education of Baltimore County in 
compliance with all appropriate board policies, the Blueprint for Progress, Realizing 
the Vision, and the Master Plan of the Baltimore County Public Schools. 

 
a)  Prospective Applicants 

 

Exhibit OO 
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To initiate the application process, the application to establish a public charter
 school shall be submitted to the Board of Education by one or more of the
 following: 

 
1. The staff of a public school 
2. A parent or guardian of a student who attends a public school in the county 
3. A non-sectarian nonprofit entity 
4. A nonsectarian institution of higher education in the State or 
5. Any combination of the above. 

 
Under Maryland law, the Board of Education of Baltimore County shall not grant 
a charter to a private school, a parochial school, or a home school. 

 
b) Application Procedures 
 

An applicant to operate a public charter school shall be provided with the Manual 
of Procedures for Public Charter Schools in Baltimore County. Prior to submission 
of the application, the applicant(s) shall confer with designated staff regarding 
how the application components as cited in the manual shall be addressed. The 
applicant(s) shall be informed of the human, fiscal, and organizational capacity 
needed to fulfill the school’s responsibilities related to children with disabilities. 
 

c)  Application Timeline 
 

1.  A concept proposal, as described in the manual, must be submitted by January 
1 of the year prior to the proposed starting date. 

 
If conceptual approval is granted, the completed application must be submitted 
by May 1 or the nearest business day thereafter of the year prior to the 
proposed starting date of the charter school. 
 

2.  The public charter school may begin operation at the beginning of the school 
year following the date the charter is granted, provided approval is granted no 
later than the last board meeting in August of the preceding school year. 

 
d) Application Review 
 

Upon submission of a completed Application for a Public Charter School as 
designated in the Manual of Procedures for Public Charter Schools in Baltimore 
County, the Superintendent’s designated staff shall review the application and 
submit findings and recommendations to the Superintendent for consideration by 
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the Board of Education. The Board of Education shall render a decision within 120 
days of receipt of said application. 
 

e) Application Approval 
 

Upon the acceptance by the Board of Education of the Superintendent’s 
recommendation, a contract, Baltimore County Public Schools Charter Contract, 
shall be executed before the Board of Education and the parties who are applicants 
for the public charter school. 
 

f) Application Appeal Process 
 
If the Board of Education denies an application to establish a public charter 
school, the applicant may appeal the decision to the state board in accordance with 
the Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article, § 4-205(c). 
 

g) Restructured School 
 
The application review process and decision making for a restructured school shall 
be implemented according to the procedures outlined in the Annotated Code of 
Maryland, Education Article, § 9-104(a)(4)( ii). 
 

2. Student Admission 
 

a) Students domiciled in Baltimore County will be eligible for admittance without 
tuition charge. Students not domiciled in Baltimore County must comply with 
Policy and Rule 5150, Students: Enrollment and Attendance, governing 
enrollment and tuition charges for nonresident students. 

 
b)  The public charter school shall not discriminate regarding admission of students 

and shall be in compliance with all federal and state anti-discrimination laws. 
 

c)  A public charter school chosen by parents/guardians for their children is open to 
all students on a space-available basis. A random selection process shall be used if 
the number of qualified applicants exceeds the predetermined student capacity in 
the public charter school. 

 
d) Students with special education identification will adhere to the normal IEP 

process. Specific additional resources allocated to a student via the approved IEP 
will remain with the student going to the charter school. 
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3. Management of the Public Charter School 
 

a) The charter application shall clearly define the governance structure that will be in 
place for the public charter school. 

 
b) Except as expressly provided in the charter agreement, the public charter school 

shall adhere to the policies, rules, and procedures governing all other schools in 
Baltimore County. 

 
c) Public charter school employees shall be observed and evaluated consistent with 

state law and procedures of the Baltimore County Public Schools. 
 
d) Operational requirements related to curriculum and academic programming, 

resources, facilities, fiscal support, and reporting as contained in the Manual of 
Procedures for Public Charter Schools in Baltimore County must be included in 
the application and implemented once the contract is approved by the Board of 
Education of Baltimore County and once the public school is operational. 

 
4. Reporting Requirements 
 
The public charter school shall make an annual results report to the Board of Education 
addressing student achievement, fiscal accountability, and any other information pursuant 
to the Manual of Procedures for Public Charter Schools in Baltimore County.] 
 
Legal References:  Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article, §§9-101 to –110,  
   4-205(c) 
    
Related PolicY[ies]: Board of Education Policy 5150, Residents and Nonresidents 
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