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RECOMMENDATION  
 

That the Board of Education receives an update 
on staff proposals for relief of overcrowding in 
Northwest and Southwest Area Elementary 
Schools. 

 

Background Information: The Office of Strategic Planning in cooperation with the 
Executive Directors of Schools presented plans to the Superintendent to relieve 
overcrowding in certain elementary schools.  
 
Estimated Operating Funds Fiscal Impact: $60,000  for FY 2003

Possible Funding Source:  Operating Budget
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Other Comments on New Town ES

• With the proposed program annexation, New Town ES would gain an art room
and a vocal music room, and two full-time teachers who currently “float” would be
assigned to these rooms

• The School Improvement Team will adjust cafeteria schedules and allocate space
based on the adjusted population

• Final approval has been given by Baltimore County to commence work on
improved fields and play areas for New Town ES. Work is scheduled to begin in
July 2003

• There is a distinction between New Town ES being “over capacity” and the
designated class size for instruction. New Town ES is staffed to the standards of all
BCPS schools. For 2002/2003, the student/teacher ratios were as follows:

• Kindergarten 21.7

• Grades 1 and 2 21.5

• Grades 3, 4, and 5 24.0





Challenges for Using New Town HS to Relieve New Town ES

• Difficulty of segregating elementary students from high school students
due to the integrated design of the high school building, including:

• Any rooms to be used by elementary students would be on
hallways housing high school students’ classrooms

• Lavatories needed to serve elementary school students would
have to be shared by high school students and are in areas where
high school students would be required to pass

• The cafeteria is at the opposite end of the building from where
elementary classes would most reasonably be located

• Elementary students would be exiting the building after the regular
high school day, when high school students would be likely to
interact with them near the building

• Delivery of special area subjects (art, music, physical education) to
elementary students housed in the high school could necessitate
movement of students or teachers between the school buildings

• Relocatable classrooms housed on the high school site would
necessitate elementary school students entering the building and using
lavatories on the main hall, interacting with lots of high school student
traffic
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