
EdSteps
A Step Toward Next Generation 

Learning and Assessment

Writing • Creativity • Problem Solving 
• Analyzing Information • Global Competence



EdSt  i  EdSteps is …

A  ill d    f h   An illustrated answer to one of the most 
important questions in education: 

Where is a student now and what does his Where is a student now — and what does his 
or her next step look like?

An attempt to display  through authentic An attempt to display, through authentic 
student work samples, the full progression of 
student outcomes in a given skill area.  

Not a grade-based system.



Th  B ildi  f EdStThe Building of EdSteps

Appointment of the Advisory Board

Selection and Development of the Skill Areas
Problem Solving, Creativity, Analyzing Information, 
W i i  d Gl b l CWriting, and Global Competence

Collection of Thousands of Student Work Samples 
Demonstrating each Skill Demonstrating each Skill 

Online Public Review of Work Samples

Publication of Student Work Continuums 

Implementation and Impact



EdSt  i  EdSteps is …

Teachers, students, and parents submit work 
samples. Work samples are being solicited in the 
five skill areas:
From every grade level K-16 as well as the From every grade level K 16 as well as the 
workplace
From every state and any country
In every type of digital media

Everyone is invited to participate in reviewing the Everyone is invited to participate in reviewing the 
student work samples. In the past 6 months, 
EdSteps.org has had users from all 50 states, D.C., 
every U S  territory  80 nations and 6 continentsevery U.S. territory, 80 nations and 6 continents.



C ll ti  S l  f C ti itCollecting Samples of Creativity

Creativity is the valued uses and outcomes of Creativity is the valued uses and outcomes of 
originality driven by imagination, invention, and 
curiosity 

EdSteps is collecting samples of creative work from 
any content area, in-school and out-of-school, 
including Science, English, the Arts and any other 
avenue Samples can be:avenue. Samples can be:

Videos
Audio Files
EssaysEssays
Projects
Snapshots of Websites
Pictures of Art with descriptionsPictures of Art with descriptions



R i i  C ti itReviewing Creativity

Th  k ll d ill b  i d b  l  The work collected will be reviewed by people 
of all ages and professions from around the 
country.  Reviewers will evaluate each piece 
with information collected from the author 
for: 

P t ti l I t H  thi  k ff t  th  Potential Impact: How this work affects the 
thinking and lives of the creator of the work 
and/or others. 

Originality: The extent to which the work and 
thinking is new and unique.



C t f  th  EdSt  C tiConcept for the EdSteps Continuums



EdSt  S tEdSteps Supporters

The New York Times Knowledge Network and The New York Times Knowledge Network and 
Epsilen

School districts and state departments of School districts and state departments of 
education, including Iowa, West Virginia, 
Washington, Pennsylvania, Utah and New 
JerseyJersey

Nonprofit organizations, including AACTE, 
NASBE and the Quaglia Institute for Student NASBE and the Quaglia Institute for Student 
Aspirations

Businesses, including Pearson, MetaMetrics, g
Wireless Reach and CISCO



EdStwww.EdSteps.org


